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At Johns Hopkins Medicine, we have a long history of delivering innovative, compas-
sionate care to children and their families. Today, we are pleased to share that Johns 
Hopkins Children’s Center was ranked #5 in the nation by U.S. News & World Re-
port on its 2017–18 Best Children’s Hospitals Honor Roll. Our Children’s Center has 

the distinction of being the only children’s hospital integrated with an adult facility to make the 
honor roll this year, and it continues to be the highest-ranked pediatric hospital in the state of 
Maryland—all signs of the tremendous devotion of our faculty and staff to providing the best in 
patient- and family-centered care.

Although our excellence is not dependent on rankings or defined by any one set of metrics, 
this recognition is gratifying. We want to offer our wholehearted congratulations and thanks to 
the Children’s Center’s dedicated and gifted staff, faculty and leadership. Every day their work 
embodies the excellence and innovative spirit for which Johns Hopkins Medicine is known.

We also congratulate our peers at this year’s #1-ranked Boston Children’s Hospital. It is an 
honor to be named among all the hospitals on the honor roll, as we share the common purpose 
of improving care for pediatric patients and families in our communities.

This year, seven of Johns Hopkins Children’s Center’s specialties were ranked among the top 
10 nationally, with two appearing in the top five. Please join us in congratulating the following 
divisions on their rankings: Neonatology (#4), Neurology & Neurosurgery (#5), Cancer (#6), 
Urology (#7), Gastroenterology & GI Surgery (#9), Orthopedics (#10), Pulmonology (#10),  
Nephrology (#11), Diabetes & Endocrinology (#12) and Cardiology & Heart Surgery (#34).

We are also pleased to report that Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, ranked nationally in three specialties: Neurology & Neurosurgery, Cardiology & Heart 
Surgery and Orthopedics. It is wonderful to have such high-level colleagues working to advance 
Johns Hopkins Medicine’s mission in pediatric academic medicine. 

For a complete list of the 2017–18 Best Children’s Hospitals, please visit the U.S. News & 
World Report website. You can also learn more about the methodology used by U.S. News to 
determine the Best Children’s Hospitals on the Johns Hopkins Medicine intranet, in this special 
edition of Hopkins Insider and on the Children’s Center website. 

Without question, the caregivers at Johns Hopkins Children’s Center—and at Johns Hopkins 
All Children’s Hospital—are among the best in the field of pediatric medicine. We take this 
moment to celebrate all the members of our pediatric enterprise and congratulate them on this 
richly deserved national recognition. 

Sincerely, 

Paul B. Rothman, M.D.
Dean of the Medical Faculty
CEO, Johns Hopkins Medicine

Specialty Rankings   
Two specialties now in the top 5:
Seven specialties now in the top 10

#4: Neonatology 

#5: Neurology & Neurosurgery 

#6: Cancer 

#7: Urology 

#9: Gastroenterology & GI Surgery 

#10: Orthopedics 

#10: Pulmonology 

#11: Nephrology 

#12: Diabetes & Endocrinology 

#34: Cardiology & Heart Surgery 

 
To learn more about the 
2017–18 specialty rankings, visit 
hopkinschildrens.org/usnews.

Johns Hopkins All 
Children’s Hospital 
Rankings 
Congratulations to Johns Hopkins All 
Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, which ranked nationally 
in three specialties: Neurology & 
Neurosurgery, Cardiology & Heart 
Surgery and Orthopedics. Ronald R. Peterson

President, Johns Hopkins Health System
EVP, Johns Hopkins Medicine
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Johns Hopkins Children’s Center Ranks #5  
in the Nation, Highest in Maryland
U.S. News & World Report ranks top children’s hospitals in 10 specialties. 



In 2017, 10 specialties were included 
in the rankings: Cancer, Cardiology & 
Heart Surgery, Diabetes & Endocrinol-
ogy, Gastroenterology & GI Surgery, 

Nephrology, Neonatology, Neurology & 
Neurosurgery, Orthopedics, Pulmonol-
ogy and Urology.

In addition to the specialty rankings, 

there is an honor roll that recognizes the 
10 hospitals with the highest rankings 
across all 10 specialties. This year, points 
were assigned to a hospital by their 
rank in each specialty. The points were 
summed across the 10 specialties, and 
the 10 hospitals with the most points 
were assigned to the honor roll, with 
their honor roll ranking determined by 
the number of total points earned.

U.S. News adjusts methodology each 
year. In 2017, the organization made 
changes to weighting, outcomes  

measures and honor roll assessment. 
More changes are expected in these 
areas for 2018.  

Year-round, doctors Jeff Jacobs, Aaron 
Milstone and Amy Phillips—along with 
other children’s hospitals faculty nation-
wide—work closely with representatives 
from U.S. News to revise the methodol-
ogy to reflect current literature and best 
practices that gauge the true quality of 
pediatric care.  

U.S. News & World Report Best Children’s Hospitals  
Rankings 2017–18 Methodology

it has been five years since Michael Bloomberg, the 
former mayor of New York, said these words at the 
dedication of The Charlotte R. Bloomberg Chil-
dren’s Center building, named after his late mother: 
“If this center will bring the youngest and most 
vulnerable patients the kind of care and comfort 
that they need, if it will increase the knowledge and 
experience of the greatest doctors and teachers, 
if it will inspire other institutions to do more and 
do better, then we will all be happy.” So, are we? 
Recently we asked a number of faculty and staff 
members their thoughts about the building as it 
turns five.

Pediatric oncology director Donald Small notes 
the naturally lit two-story atrium of the new che-
motherapy infusion unit and additional exam rooms, 
which have increased patient flow and decreased 
wait times, among the highlights of the oncology 
floor in the new building.

“Our patients have been blown away by the 
spaciousness, layout, brightness and overall beauti-
ful aesthetics of the new oncology floor and the 
building,” says Small. “Also, less wait times in the 
registration area have lessened the chances of being 
exposed to infections.”

Former pediatric nursing director Judy Rohde 
talks of the building’s space, private rooms and bath-
rooms, all supporting a patient- and family-centered 

care environment. “The Interfaith Chapel,” she adds, 
“provides a calming and inviting space for patients, 
families and staff to find restoration, tap into their 
faith without interruption, and renew their strength 
and resiliency as they continue their journey here.”

 Pediatric cardiologist Phil Spevak points to 
technological advances in the building’s noninvasive 
cardiac imaging center, which he likens to a NASA 
control room. And pediatric surgeon Dylan Stewart 
cites the two new dedicated trauma resuscitation 
rooms, along with a trauma/emergency surgery 
room for children, as instrumental in improving 
pediatric trauma care in the Children’s Center—the 
state of Maryland’s designated trauma center for 
children. The building’s dedicated pediatric operating 
rooms, he adds, are a dream: “There’s no more mix-
ing of kids and adults during something as stressful 
as surgery.”

Pediatric residency director Janet Serwint may 
have encapsulated the essence of The Charlotte R. 
Bloomberg Children’s Center building best: “The 
new building is truly beautiful. The focus on light and 
windows brightens each day and the spirits of staff 
and patients alike.”

For more information on The Charlotte R. 
Bloomberg Children’s Center building, visit  
hopkinschildrens.org.

The Charlotte R. Bloomberg Children’s 
Center Building Turns 5 

To determine a hospital’s 
ranking, three main criteria 
are assessed: structure, 
process and outcomes. 
Each component counts as 
1/3 of a hospital’s score in 
nine out of the 10 ranked 
specialties.*  

Methodology

Structure

ProcessOutcomes

Structure: 1/3 Structure refers to hospital resources directly related to 
patient care. Examples include the ratio of nurses to patients, specialized clinics 
and programs, and certification by recognized external organizations.

Process: 1/3 Process refers to compliance with best practices, activities to 
prevent infections, and expert opinion of pediatric specialists, or reputation. In 
2017, over 10,000 pediatric specialists were asked for their opinion on which chil-
dren’s hospitals provide the best care for patients with the most challenging condi-
tions or who require particularly difficult procedures. Most were surveyed online 
via Doximity.com, and others responded to a limitedly distributed paper survey.

Outcomes: 1/3 Outcomes measures include death but can also include 
functional success, such as in children with cystic fibrosis, and adverse events, 
such as bloodstream infections and failure of transplanted organs.
*In the Pediatric Cardiology & Heart Surgery specialty, the outcomes weight component increased to 
38.3%. To offset this increase, the weight of the process component decreased to 28.3%.

The U.S. News & World Report Best Children’s Hospitals 
rankings are released annually each summer. Data  
from the previous calendar year are collected for the  
Pediatric Hospital Survey (PHS) submitted annually  
by participating hospitals to U.S. News each February.

Bridget Diveley was a patient in 2012 when the Bloomberg 
Children’s Center building opened and today is making even 

bigger steps toward a healthy future. Her dancing partner is a 
22-feet-tall ostrich known as Oscar the Ostrich.


